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Lord Salisbury could hardly stay in office without a Parlia-
mentary majority. The Government resigned; the Whigs
had failed her; and the Queen was left once more with the
unpleasant prospect of Mr. Gladstone. Her first message
to him intimated broadly that, if he preferred to retire from
public life, the Queen would not stand in his way. But
while Mr. Gladstone was " very grateful for Your Majesty's
gracious consideration for his declining years," he felt con-
strained by the Irish situation to accept office once again,
although, as his diary recorded, " for a brief tenure only."
As to his colleagues, Dilke's tragedy removed one royal
difficulty; and he submitted sadly to her ban on Granville
as Foreign Secretary. A royal note recorded mournfully
that " Mr. Gladstone had ' accepted ' (alas !) " ; and he
was Prime Minister once more in January, 1886.

The veteran set briskly about forming his third Govern-
ment.   He came to Osbome, and the Queen found him
looking " very pale " and " less Radical himself than he
used to be, and as intensely in earnest, almost fanatically so,
in his belief that he is almost sacrificing himself for Ireland."
There was a good deal of talk upon the Irish Question ; and
afterwards she reported it " in strict confidence " to Lord
Salisbury.   There were few difficulties about the composi-
tion of his new Cabinet, since the Prime Minister " wished to
please your Majesty to the best of his power " and seemed
unusually obliging, while the Queen did her best not to
impede " his very difficult task."   With an early prospect of
graver disagreements this calm was slightly ominous ; and
she began to press for details of his Irish projects.   Mean-
while, he made a most disturbing speech, about the House of
Lords, which his sovereign read " with deep & unfeigned
regret"   This reproof was gravely answered with a full
statement of the case and a sardonic offer, " if Your Majesty
shall be pleased to point out anything favourable to the
House of Lords which he could usefully have said," to say it.